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Bishop Henrich Funck 
JoHNn C. WENGER 


Henrich Funck was born in Europe, 
exact date and place unknown. His name 
indicates that he undoubtedly of 
Swiss descent. By conjecture, 
the year 1690 is suggested as approximate 
for his birth. By the year 1719 he was 
in America. He bought two 
hundred acres of land in what 
now Franconia township, 
Montgomery county, Pennsyl- 
vania. There he farmed and op- 
erated a mill. The original mill 
no longer standing, having 
been destroyed by fire, but an- 
other mill has been erected in its 
place. 

Funck married Anne, daugh- 
ter of Christian Meyer, aJso an 
immigrant. She died in 1758. 

Henrich and Anne were blessed 
with ten children, one of whom, 
Christian, became Mennonite 
bishop (he seceded from the 
Franconia Conference in 1778), 
and another, Henry, a Mennon- 
ite minister who settled in Vir- 
ginia. The subject of our sketch 
served as a bishop in the Salford 
and Franconia congregations in 
what is now Montgomery county. 

Henrich Funck is the author 
of two works, Ein Spiegel der 
Tauffe, mit Geist, mit Wasser 
und mit Blut, 1744, and a post- 
humous volume, Eine Restitu- 
tion, oder eine Erklaerung ein- 
iger Haupt-Puncten des Ge- 
es durch Christum 
erfuellet ist, und vollkommen 
vollendet wird werden an seinem 
grossen Tage ..., Philadelphia, 

1763. 
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Spiegel der Tauffe 
of Baptism) Funck 
discusses Holy Spirit baptism, 
water baptism, and the baptism 
of suffering. Holy Spirit bap- 
tism, Funck, enables one 
to call “Lord,” and to 
comprehend the secrets of the gospel. 
is an anointing. 

On the subject of water baptism Funck 
surveys the conflicting views of his day. 
Some people baptized infants; others on- 
ly those who have reached what Funck 
called Redens-l"erstand and what 
would now label as the “age of accounta- 
bility” ; immerse backwards 
others three times forward; 
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tize by affusion; while still others re- 
ject water baptism altogether. The cause 
of all this lamentable confusion, thought 
Funck, was a neglect of the Word of 
God. Men give too much attention to 
the church fathers while neglecting the 
Word the Heavenly Father. But 
Funck admits frankly that the Bible no- 
where specifically prescribes a mode of 
baptism. 


of 


Therefore people cannot agree 


on mode and probably never will. Yet 
Funck does feel that there are clear in- 
dications in the Bible that pouring is the 
proper mode of baptism. This position 
he bases on a number of considerations: 
1. Old Testament priests were anointed 
by affusion. 2. The baptism of the Holy 
Spirit is a “pouring out.” 3. Baptism is 
compared in Scripture to an ark, and 
(turn to page 4, col. 2) 
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No. 4 


Ordinations Among 
Mennonites 
Ira D. Lanpis 


The selection of church officials by 
use of the lot has been a practice widely 
used in Mennonite congregations. Such 
ordinations are usually outstanding events 

in the life of a congregation. 
Some are peculiarly so. In study- 
ing ordinations by lot in Men- 
nonite and Amish Mennonite 
congregations, the writer has 
made some interesting obser- 
vations. 

For 
in the 





ministerial ordinations, 

Bossler congregation, 
Lancaster County, Pa., since 
1871, there were always five 
brethren in the jot and the mid- 
dle one was ordained. All the 
ministerial ordinations in the 
Gantz-Hernley District, Man- 
heim, Pa., in this century were 
of brethren living in one house, 
although by birth not related. 
In the Mt. Joy-Kraybill Dis- 
trict, Mount Joy, Pa., from 
1790 to the present there were 
five pairs of ordained brethren 
who were ordained not on the 
same day, yet very closely to- 
gether, and who passed to their 
reward about the same time. In 
one case they died within fifteen 
days of each other. 

The candi- 
dates where the lot was used was 
in the Habecker congregation, 
Lancaster County, July 24, 1913, 
when John Charles was the onl) 
name nominated. It was John 
F. and John K., father and son, 
who always lived together. 
John K. was ordained then, and 
John F. was left free to serve 
faithfully on the Eastern Men- 
nonite Mission Board soon to be 
organized. I recall the day very 
vividly, for thither father and I 
resorted with horse and carriage. 

There was not an automobile on the 
grounds. Abram Herr had charge of the 
ordination service and Jacob N. Bru- 
bacher was present for possibly the last 
such service in which he participated. 
The largest class of candidates was at 
Hammer Creek, Lititz, Pa., 
1889, when Jonas H 
from twenty-two 


18, 1884, 


smallest class of 


September 5, 
Hess was ordained 
nominees. On March 
Menno Zimmerman was 
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dained in the Weaverland congregation 
from a group of twenty. 

In Wardensville, West Virginia, where 
“Ma” Heishman was always “tolerably 
well,” where it always rains “right 
smart,” and where the whippoorwill sings 
all night, there was in the late 1920's a 
class of six nominees: Pa Heishman, his 
son-in-law William W. Rudolph, his 
grandson Virlus Rudolph, and three of 
his sons, when William one of the latter 
was ordained to the gospel ministry. 

Prior to voting for candidates in a 
certain congregation in the Middle West, 
some members campaigned for a_cer- 
tain young man. The deacon in the con- 
gregation had not been informed, so the 
ministry knew nothing about it. When 
the votes were taken, all votes from the 
laity were for this young man. The dea- 
con named another man. When the two 
nominees were named to the congrega- 
tion, the man for whom the electioneer- 
ing had been done arose and declared 
he was unquestionably the chosen man 
and would never consent to pass through 
the lot. The good old bishop (known to 
many of us) decided that there would 
be no ordination. Two months later that 
same young man was a suicide. 

In 1840 when Peter Eby, the venerable 
bishop of Pequea, in Lancaster County, 
desired an assistant, he told his congre- 
gations he wanted Christian Herr of 
Lime Valley. When the nominating 
votes were taken, he was the unanimous 
choice of the membership. When Moses 
Mast, Holmes County, Ohio, was or- 
dained to the ministry, it was understood 
in advance that the one to whom the lot 
should fall, if qualified, should be or- 
dained as bishop also. He was so or- 
dained. Andreas Mack in 1887 was or- 
dained as bishop in the Franconia Con- 
ference without use of the lot, he being 
the only one nominated. Chris. E. Troy- 
er, who died in 1942 at Honeyville, Indi- 
ana, was ordained at White Cloud, Mich- 
igan, having received most, but not all 
the nominating votes. 

I recall some candidates who picked 
the book containing the lot out from the 
midst of the books. John M. LeFevre in 
1894 and Elmer S. Snavely in 1937 are 
examples. In 1896 at the Mellinger 
church, near Lancaster, Pa., twelve old 
books were placed by Bishop Isaac Eby 
and then two new ones. Sanford Landis 
drew the first new one. When John 
Gochnauer was ordained, both clasps of 
his book were open. In some cases the 
book with the lot was not the last one 
placed by the bishop, yet was the last 
taken. This was the case when Mahlon 
Witmer was ordained as bishop and 
James Siegrist as minister. I can recall 
three occasions where ordination classes 
were present, yet no ordination took 
place. 

On November 10, 1936, four nominees 
assembled at the Franconia Meeting- 
house, Montgomery Co., Pa., for the or- 
dination of one of them to take the min- 





isterial oversight of the Norristown Men- 
nonite Mission. They were nominated 
from the entire conference constituency 
by the five bishops, the five executive 
members of the district Mission Board, 
and the two field workers. Markley H. 
Clemmer, who would not have served in 
any other way, was ordained, and now 
serves at the Norristown Mission. The 
Lord released David Nice for Bible study 
and Sunday-school leadership in the 
Doylestown congregation; John C. Wen- 
ger to become a Bible teacher and min- 
ister at Goshen, Indiana, and [Earl Delp 
(until recently) as superintendent of the 
Newport News (Va.) Mission. Markley 
Clemmer fills a needy place, and the oth- 
ers were released for necessary work 
elsewhere. This is a wise precedent for 
bishops and mission boards, where local 
candidates are not available. The ordi- 
nation of Stanley B. Beidler for the Hay- 
cock Mission (Quakertown, Pa.), and 
of John R. Lehman at Groffdale, Pa., for 
itinerant evangelism in the South are re- 
cent examples. 

J. N. Durr (1853-1934) was ordained 
as minister 2!4 months after his baptism 
at Masontown, Pa., in a triple ordination, 
at the age of 18 years, 6 months. Ile 
was ordained as bishop at 20 years, 2 
months, 23 days. At his death he had 
served as minister upwards of 63 years 
Among 
his sons-in-law were two bishops, two 


and as bishop almost 61 years. 


ministers, and one deacon and among the 
grandsons at least one bishop and one 
deacon in the church of this good old 
bishop’s choice. | know of no other 
triple ordination like that at Masontown, 
where two ministers and a deacon were 
ordained. The deacon ordained on this 
occasion, Nicholas B. Johnson, was or- 
dained two days after his baptism. For 
youthfulness at the time of both ordina- 
tions and for length of service as a bish- 
op, J. N. Durr holds records among 
Mennonites. His family too is quite ex- 
ceptional and on the honor roll. 


Paul M. Lederach, just) passing his 
nineteenth milestone, was last August 
ordained to the ministry at Norristown, 
Pa.; Roy Geigley of Mummasburg, Pa., 
in 1917 was ordained at 19 years. Leh- 
man Kraybill in 1913 was almost 20. Ja- 
cob E, Brubaker, Sanford G. Shetler, J. 
Paul Graybill, William Lauver, and 
James Siegrist were among those or- 
dained at 20 in the last thirty year 
John Lehman, Marion, Pa., in 1937 at 1 
was the youngest man ever to Pass 
through the lot. 


S. 
/ 


Hammer 
Creek congregation in 1896 was ordained 


Christian Risser of — the 


as bishop at 70 years; John Rohrer of 
East Petersburg, .Pa., in 1892 was or- 
dained to the ministry at 65, and D. C. 
Dupler of Columbia, Pa. was in 1935 
chosen to the office of deacon at. o8. 
These may be records for ordination 
late in life. 


(to be concluded) 





Vachel Lindsay and the 


Mennonites 
MELVIN GINGERICH 


Many Mennonites are not aware of the 
fact that Vachel Lindsay in one of his 
books, .ldventures IWhile Preaching the 
Gospel of Beauty,’ gave them several 
pages of favorable publicity. 

Lindsay was born in Springtield, Hli- 
nois, in 1879 and died in 1931, After at- 
tending college and several art schools, 
he spent two years in lecturing and _ set- 
tlement work. In 1906 le took the first 
of his long tramps, walking through the 
southern states, preaching “the gospel of 
beauty.” In the summer of 1912 he 
tramped westward from his Hlinois home, 
“across [Hlinois, Missouri, and Kansas, 
up and down Colorado and into New 
Mexico.”2) On this trip he carried with 
him his little booklet entitled Rhymes 
to Be Traded for Bread. These he sold 
along the way and gave to those who 
befriended him, 

Kansas seemed to him to be the ideal 
American community, free from cities 
and industrialism and maintaining “the 
type of agricultural civilization the Con- 
stitution had in mind! WNansas, state of 
tremendous crops and hardy, devout, nat- 
ural men! . . . Nansas, that is ruled by 
the cross-roads church, and the church 
type of civilization!” 

In those letters written home which 
have found their way into his .ldven- 
turcs, Kansas receives the most atten- 
tion. The first of these letters with which 
this article is concerned was written on 
Sunday afternoon, June 30, 1912, in the 
spare room of a Mennonite farmer. 

The letter explains that he has spent 
a week shocking wheat for a Mennonite 
family. He then proceeds to describe 
the Mennonites. “They are a dear peo- 
ple.” he writes. He agrees that they are 
perfectly correct in allowing no fashion 
magazines in their homes.  .\ paragraph 
describes The [Vandering Soul, a Wook 
which he found in the library of this 
home. The wood cuts in the book were 
“worth walking to Kansas to see.” He 
next describes the Sunday service which 
he attended in the community Mennonite 
church and at this point makes observa- 
tions that are illuminating to the his- 
torian of local church history. 

Mthough Lindsay does not name the 
place of worship he attended, it was the 
Pennsylvania Mennonite Church, several 
miles northwest of Newton, that he vis- 
ited. Impressed by the simplicity of 
their clothing and with an eve for beauty, 
he describes the “prayer-covering” as 
“awfully coquettish on a pretty head. It 
is intended to mortify the flesh, and | 
suppose it is unbecoming to somie Wwoin- 
en.” 

He notes the black scoop-bonnets on 
the heads of the women who were seat- 
ed in the front of the church, but he 
records, too, that in the center there 
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were a few cream-satin, soft gray, and 


dull moon-gold ones, while in the back | 


of the church very few black bonnets | 
appeared. Adding that there were a few 


daughters in the audience “with a mix- 
ture of shame and defiance in their faces” 
who insisted on “dressing after the fash- 
ions that 
City and Emporia,” he passes judgment 
on their appearance in these words, “By 
the time the rumors of what is proper 
in millinery have reached this place they 


come from Paris and Wansas 


are a disconcerting mixture of cherries, 
there 


are too many mussy ribbons on the dress- 


feathers, and ferns. And somehow 


es.” 

At the time Lindsay visited the Penn- 
sylvania Church, the holiness movement, 
which eventually 
Was making its 


split this congregation, 
the 
According to Lindsay, those who 


way into member- 
ship. 
experienced the Second Blessing or sanc- 
tification left off 
In the light of these observations, 
he is surprised to find the buggysheds 
filled with automobiles. “And to meet a 
Mennonite on the road without a necktie, 
the blackest of bonnets, 
honking along in one of those glittering 


their neckties as a 


sign. 


his wife in 


brazen machines, almost shakes my con- 
fidence in the Old Jerusalem Gospel.” 
Although he thinks they are not quite 
driving “glittering brazen 
that as a 
they “have a piety as literal as any to 
be found on the earth.” This not 
argue that there is any lack of thought 
in their system, 
their quarterly 


consistent in 


machines,” he believes group 


at eS 


for “I attended one ef 


conferences and | have 
never heard better discourses on the dis- 
The 
Al- 


though he mentions no names, the pro- 


tinctions between the four gospels. 


men who spoke were scholars.” 
gram for this quarterly Sunday-school 
conference shows that J. M. R. Weaver 
spoke on “Why the Four Gospels ?” 
Lindsay then describes three tracts he 


found on his The first 


dresser. was 
against church organs, the second on 
nonconformity, and the third on Bible 


The ritual of wasi- 
ing the feet was interesting to him, and 


teaching on dress. 


as an artist he is impressed by the fact 
that they are not ashamed of the human 


foot. Next to the practice of the women 
“making a dash to find their gauzy 
prayer-covering” before grace at meais, 


he is most impressed by the way “both 
men and women go about in very clean 
bare feet after supper.” 

linally their 


in this chapter he notes 


lack of interest in politics. “There is 
only one Mennonite political event, the 
coming of Christ to judge the earth. Of 
that no man the 
hour. We and 
not play politics or baseball or anything. 
Just unspotted the 
wheat.” 


knoweth the day or 


had best be prepared 


keep and harvest 


In another chapter, Lindsay describes 
his harvest experience on this Mennonite 
[ Although he nowhere: mentions 


farm. 
the name of the family with whom he 





' deed that I had the strength to bear my 


Foreword to Funck’s 


chapters and verses, and from these you 


| will see what an important baptism this 


Spiegel der Taufe 


{The Foreword to this little look, mentioned 
in John C. Wenger's article on Henrich Funck, 
and first published just two hundred years ago, 
deserves to be reproduced here in English. It 
serves well as a sample of the author’s style of 
writing. It also reveals a rather unique line of 
approach to the subject of water baptism, in 
that it ties it up closely with two other bap- 
tisms taught in the Scriptures. The Foreword is 
interesting reading for these reasons. 


It is clear there was disorder and con- 
fusion in regard to the divine ordinances 
already in the apostles’ times, principally 
in regard to the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 
10:17-22), as also in other matters. So 
too the Devil early played his game anid 
succeeded in introducing disorder and 
confusion in regard to Baptism, as one 
can see from reading books on the sub- 
ject, and as daily observation yet teaches 
us. lor this reason a Mirror of Baptism 
has been set up here from the New and 
Old Testaments in plain and_ simple 
words, yet according to the foundation 
and teachings of the Bible and the truth 
of the gospel. 

If one may assume that the Bible is 
basically true and that it has been trans- 
lated correctly, of which I have no doubt 
at all, and indeed believe that by the 
providence of God it has been correctly 
translated so far as concerns the funda- 
mental teachings having to do with the 
salvation of mankind; he who can _ be- 
lieve this, I say, let him read attentively 
the following testimonies from the Bible 
on the subject of baptism, and he will 
find that baptism is a command of God 
instituted by Christ, which leads to man’s 
salvation and eternal. life. 

First of all, beloved reader, consider 
carefully the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
and diligently look up the proofs by their 








had a week of pleasant associations, 1t 
was the John Longenecker family, liv- 
ing at that time one 
Pennsylvania Church. 


mile east of the 
John Jr. is one 
of the two young men with whom Lind- 
say worked in the harvest field. Some- 
and conversa- 
Mennonite 
swung Lindsay into their spirit and he 


how, the religious 


songs 
tions of the young men 
sang all the hymn tunes he could re- 
member. 


archal 


He felt the “essentially patri- 
the harvest 
Sook of Ruth and the 
New Testament parables of sowing and 


character of and 


thought of the 


reaping. “This Sunday before break- 
fast, I could fully enter into the daily 
prayers, that at times had appeared 


merely quaint to me, and in my heart | 
said ‘Amen’ to the special thanksgiving 
the patriarch lifted up for the gift of 
the fruit of the land. | was happy in- 
little part in the harvest of a noble and 
devout household, as well as a hand in 


the feeding of the wide world 





1. Published by The 
New York City. The book was copyrighted 
in 1914 and was reissued in 1916, 1921, and} 
1928. It may be purchased for $1.75. 

2. All quotations in this article are 
Adventures While Preaching the 
Beauty. 


Macmillan Company, 


from | 
Gospel of 


is, for by it the human soul is drawn and 
brought to Christ. From these testimo- 
dies too you can discover how the indi- 
vidual is prepared to receive the Spirit's 
baptism, and how great the benefit a per- 
son has therefrom. Furthermore you 
can here clearly discern what form or 
mode is suggested by the word baptism 
itself. 

In the second place look up carefully 
the Scriptural witnesses for water bap- 
tism, and you will find that water bap- 
tism is a plain command from Jesus and 
his apostles, and note also what prepara- 
tions must be made previous to water 
baptism, and what obligations the indi- 
vidual assumes in his baptism, and what 
benefit comes to him from the same. 

In the third place consider carefully 
the baptism of suffering and of the pour- 
ing out of their blood on the part of 
Jesus and his followers, and look up 
carefully ’ the Scriptural witnesses, and 
you will learn what kind of ordinance 
and pouring out the baptism of blood is, 
and what kind of benefits one can de- 
rive from the same. 

Furthermore study also the witnesses 
for the manifold baptisms of the Old 
Testament, how these were all shadows 
and figures of the three-fold baptism, 
and then consider carefully the ordinance 
of baptism in the new and the old cov- 
enants, and you will find that there is 
really a single ordinance of baptism with 
Spirit, water, and blood, and that they 
belong together as one. 

Since in the following pages this ordi- 
nance is described as a pouring out (Ger- 
man: Ausgiessung), | would in advance 
beseech every person who reads this, be 
he old or young, man or woman, please 
not to get impatient or angry, and not 
violently to wrest the pouring of water 
baptism from between the other two, the 
baptism of the Spirit and the baptism of 
suffering and of pouring out of blood 
by Jesus and his followers, nor yet to 
thrust it aside as though the water bap- 
tism by pouring were no baptism at all. 
For if one does that, then he incurs the 
danger of taking an attitude of con- 
tempt, just as though one considered the 
pouring out of the Holy Spirit and the 
suffering and pouring out of blaod_ by 
Jesus and his followers as something 
worthless along with the water baptism 
by pouring, and so held them all alike in 
contempt. 

So for example, if a nursemaid were 
carelessly to throw out the infant baby 
along with its bath water, as if neither 
were worth anything, how disrespectful 
and insulting to the child’s parents she 
would be! Such a nurse they would surely 
dismiss at once. The baby they would 
quickly gather up and again care for. 
The same thing can happen when one 
discards water baptism by pouring along 
with the newly-born child of faith, all 
out of contempt for pouring as a mode 
of water baptism, just as if neither were 
of any account, whereby one would come 
despising and discarding the 
Holy Spirit baptism, which is actually a 
pouring out. The fact is that the be- 
lieving child of God in the first place was 
begotten, renewed, and born again 
through the pouring out of the Holy 
Spirit, and was redeemed through the 


close to 
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RECENT BOOKS 


WPLPO LOLOL LOLOL DLO ODDO LLL ODDO DODD 


eIn outline of Mennonite History by J. 
JouHNn Friesen, Herald Publishing Com- 
pany, Newton, Kansas, 1944, p. 114, $0.50. 


A number of brief summaries of Men- 
nonite history have appeared on the mar- 
ket in the last several decades. The most 
recent of these is that of J. John Friesen 
of Butterfield, Minnesota. The author 
says: “The plan of the booklet is this: 
Section One presents the field of Mennon- 
ite activity, the world, and indicates larg- 
er movements [pp. 10-13]; Section Two 
indicates larger and smaller movements ; 
[14-16]; Three makes mention of the 
origin of the Mennonites and of language 
relationships [17-19]. The subject of Four 
is Mennonite History [21-55]. Section 
Five is a brief characterization of the 
Mennonite Church [56, 57]; Six enumer- 
ates some contributions the Mennonites 
have made to church and state [58-64]; 
Seven is intended to be a danger signal 
and sign post [65-73]; and Eight is a 
final question [74].” The danger signal 
that Friesen is that the American 
“melting pot” may ultimately weaken 
the nation by destroying the unique con- 
tributions which its several cultures con- 
tain. Friesen’s final question is, “Can the 
Mennonite church, as a part of American 
life, keep alive the ideal of perfection, 
with all it implies and whatever it costs?” 
(p. 74). , 

The book is marred by a number of mis- 
takes in dates, perhaps typographical. The 
reviewer feels that more should have been 
given about the actual circumstances 
which gave rise to the Swiss Brethren and 
Dutch Mennonite churches. 

All readers will be interested in the 
15 pictures of the Russian Mennonites in 
Russia, China, Germany, Brazil, and Par- 
aguay (pp. 78-85). Other items in the 
appendix are: “Organization of Com- 
munity Life in Russia” [86, 87], “Dis- 
tribution of Mennionites Throughout the 
World” [88], Mennonite Family Names 
and Village Names in Various Countries 
{89-93}, “Cultural Life of Mennonites” 
|94-104|, “The Simple “Life” [105-110], 
Civilian Public Service [11], 112] and 
“Sources” [113, 114]. 

The reviewer would commend the book 
to all Mennonites everywhere. —W. 


sees 








shed or poured out baptism of the blood 
of Christ. 

It is known 
lightly esteem that 
which the believers receive upon |[con- 
fession of their] faith, with the result 
that in the past many have been perse- 
cuted on account of this baptism and 
have been put to death for the same. 
But God looks upon these like a_ pitiful 
Father, he exalts the persecuted ones and 
cares tenderly for them in everlasting 
bliss. 


well that many very 


water baptism 





BISHOP HENRICH FUNCK 
(concluded from p. 1, col. 2) 


the rain fell on the ark. 4. In the New 
Testament, the “watering” (German, Be- 
giessen) of Apollos is mentioned. 5. Is- 
rael is said to have been baptized in the 
Red Sea [which could not have been an 
immersion]. 6. Funck also employs an 
allegorical argument: Christ, the “head” 
of the church was baptized first; hence 
water should be poured on the convert’s 
head. 

Funck taught also the baptism of suf- 
fering. He believed in the discipline of 
God. The Christian shall accept and 
bear his cross humbly. The true church 
is a suffering church. 

In 1742 the Pennsylvania Mennonites 
wrote to their co-religionists in Holland, 
rehearsing their circumstances in the new 
world and their fear of difficulty in the 
practice of Three years 
later they wrote again, expressing in par- 
ticular an interest in having van Braght’s 
famous Martyrs’ Mirror translated into 
German. Funck was one of the signers 
of this letter. Nothing came of the ap- 
peal to the Dutch but the Martyrs’ Mir- 
ror was subsequently translated and print- 
ed at Ephrata, Pennsylvania, by the Sev- 
enth Day Baptists at the instance of the 
Pennsylvania Mennonites. Two Fran- 
conia Conference ministers read proofs 
on the book, Tielmann Kolb and Hen- 
rich Funck, and inserted their lengthy 
statement of approval at the end of the 
1500-page volume. They stated that the 
translation was accurately made from the 
Dutch and they warmly encouraged their 
people to buy the volume [which soid 
for twenty shillings]. 


nonresistance. 


Henrich Funck died in 1700. His place 

burial is not known. Three years 
after his death, his children had the book, 
Restitution, published. This was the 
largest American Mennonite production 
work) 


of 


(not a reprint of an European 
during the first two centuries of Men- 
nonite life in America. The book con- 
sists of a detailed study of the law of 
Moses with Funck’s understanding of its 
typology of the kingdom of Christ. It is 
true that some of Funck’s detailed points 
may seem a bit fanciful to us today, but 
after all he had a good understanding of 
the plan of salvation and he held to the 
great truth that Christ is truly the goal 
of Old Testament prophecy. 

The title page of Funck’s Spiegel der 
Taife, which appeared just two hundred 
years ago, in 1744, is reproduced on the 
first page of this issue of the BULLETIN. 
The first edition was printed in German- 
Later German 
editions were printed in 1834, 1850, 1853, 
1861. The book was also translated into 
English and published in 1851, 1853, 1899. 
the to 
book is printed on another page. 


town by Christoph Saur. 


A translation of Foreword the 
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The Historiography of the Mennonites 
in the Netherlands is the title of a 30- 
page monograph lately published by Cor- 
nelius Krahn. The booklet is in fact a 
reprint of an article of the same title 
published in the journal Church History, 
issue of September, 1944. The author is 
a professor in Bethel College, North 
Newton, Kansas. He was born in Russia, 
studied in Germany and Holland, and has 
made extended research in the history of 
the Mennonites in Europe. About eight 
years ago he published a book on Menno 
Simons in German, which is authoritative 
in its held. In his latest publication, men- 
tioned above, Dr. Krahn surveys the 
studies that have been made and most of 
the writings that have been published 
which in any way deal with the history 
and literature of the Mennonites of the 
Netherlands. The price of this booklet 


is fifty cents, and it can be obtained from 
the author at the address indicated above. 
The same article, somewhat revised, ap- 
pears in the October issue of The Men- 
nonite Quarterly Review. 


The present year (1944) marks the 
two hundredth anniversary of the first 
publication of the little book entitled in 
the original German: /tin Spiegel der 
Tauffe (A Mirror of Baptism), by Hen- 
rich Funck. This was probably the first 
item of Mennonite literature produced in 
America. It is therefore worthy of some 
special attention at this time. Two items 
of Mennonite literature were printed in 
America earlier than this one, but these 
were reprints of things brought from 
Europe, namely: The Christian Confes- 
sion of the Faith of the harmless Chris- 
tians, in 1727, and the Hymnbook known 
as the <lusbund, in 1742 (on the latter 
see the article “Oldest Miennonite Hymn- 
book” in BULLETIN of Dec., 1942). 


John C. Wenger in this issue presents 
a brief biography of Bishop Henrich 
Funck, author of the book mentioned just 
above, Ein Spiegel der Taufic. This 
biography he had originally prepared for 
the program of Mennonite General Con- 
ference in 1939. We are happy to pub- 
lish this little sketch of lunck’s life in 
this the BULLETIN, and 
translation of the author's 
the book he wrote. 


also a 
Foreword to 


issue of 








Become a Reader of the Bulletin 

lf the BULLETIN does not come to your 
address at present, we invite you to send 
in the fee of one dollar a year for reg- 
ular membership in the Mennonite [lis- 
torical Association. The MENNONITE 
HistoricAL BULLETIN is sent regularly 
to all who enroll as members in this -\s- 
sociation, which is sponsored by the His- 
torical Committee of Mennonite General 
Conference. Send your membership ap- 
plication and dues to the treasurer, Ed- 
ward Yoder, Scottdale, Pennsylvania. 








